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 BWA 2020 Hurricane/Disaster Protocol 
Preparation and Recovery 
Dear Breakers West Residents,  
The following information is provided in an effort to assist you should there be a hurricane/disaster 
recovery situation in Breakers West. We believe this information will be helpful in planning for 
hurricane season and we encourage you to read through it and keep it on file for future reference.  
 
Hurricane season begins June 1st and extends through November 30th. The storm season’s most 
intensive months are August and September.  
 
SECURITY  

1. Please ensure that the gatehouse knows if you are not in residence during the summer 
months. If you are not in residence for the summer or away on vacation, make sure that you 
update alternate/emergency contact information with Security, 
(breakerswesthoa.com/forms). Also check with Security to make sure that your guest list is 
current and up to date. We encourage you to update your guest list using the ABDI Gate Access 
program. 

 
PREPARATION INFORMATION  

1. The BWA, Rees Jones and Mayacoo Country Clubs have put in place procedures for 
preparation and recovery for any situation that may arise in Breakers West. We will be posting 
information on the BWA website (www.breakerswesthoa.com) as the need arises. We 
encourage you to use the website to keep yourself informed.  

2. Please keep in mind that staff members will begin preparation for the storm after a 
Hurricane Watch is issued. Security staff will not be required to come on-site when the 
hurricane reaches a Category 2, unless Palm Beach County issues other directives which 
prohibit employees from using the roadways prior to that time. Volunteer Security officers will 
remain in the BWA office throughout the storm and they will be patrolling the roadways as 
long as possible.  

3. The Clubhouses will determine their hours of operation as the storm approaches. Please call 
the Club directly to verify their hours.  

4. Palm Beach County has a website you are encouraged to use for any emergency situation 
including hurricanes, flooding, fire, etc. The website is www.pbcgov.com. This is the best tool 
to use as it will be updated throughout any emergency event as information becomes 
available. Please keep in mind that emergency vehicles will not be responding during an actual 
storm.  

5. We have attached information for those with special needs and pets. We have also attached 
a list of the local shelters and information on portable generators. Please review this 
information now so you are prepared prior to a storm.  Shelters this year may have different 
requirements due to the Coronavirus, check in advance what those requirements are. 

 

6. It is important for homeowners who wish to obtain flood insurance to do so now. Flood 
insurance does not go into effect until thirty (30) days after the premium has been paid.  
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 RECOVERY INFORMATION  

1. Security will begin patrolling as soon as possible after the storm. If there is a severe storm 
and there are no phones, Security and Management will be in contact with the President or 
alternate Board member who is on-site during a hurricane. The information regarding your 
sub-association’s contact person will be posted on the BWA website prior to the storm. Please 
make sure you are aware of the contact person on your street in the event that you have a 
medical emergency or other emergency that requires a response from Security.  
2. Staff members representing the BWA and the Clubs will be in communications by radio 
and/or by phone. They will be patrolling the site to ascertain damage as soon as possible after 
the storm. In the event that the phone lines are down, pre-determined meeting times will be 
set in place to communicate with your sub-association President/representative so that 
updated information is distributed to the residents.  
3. The Clubs will reopen once damage has been ascertained and staff can return to work 
safely. Updates will be posted on the website as areas of the Club reopen for the members.  

 
It is important that you prepare, and attend to the following BEFORE a storm:  

1. If you are gone for the summer season, make sure that all patio furniture, pots and 
portable barbecue grills are properly stored inside the garage. Remove the blades from any 
outside ceiling fans, as they can be dangerous.  

2. Take pictures or videos of your home, both inside and outside before a storm, and store 
the pictures and video off site.  

3. Make copies of important papers, such as insurance documents and receipts.  

4. Know where your main electric circuit breaker and water shut off valves are located.  

5. Have a portable radio with extra batteries tuned to emergency information.  

6. Obtain flashlights with extra batteries and candles in case you lose power.  

7. Turn the refrigerator to the coldest settings and only open when necessary. Since you 
might need drinking water later, freeze water in plastic baggies or milk containers and place 
in freezer. Get to the store early and avoid the last-minute rush for canned and non-
perishable foods.  

8. Prepare your vehicle. Gas stations may not be operable if there is no electricity. Lines to 
pump gas will also be longer as the storm nears.  

9. Withdraw cash from the bank in advance of the storm; ATM machines may not operate 
without electricity.  

 
If you have any other questions or concerns, please contact our office at (561) 790-0016.  
Thank you.  
LANG MANAGEMENT COMPANY, INC.  
On Behalf of Breakers West Association   
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SPECIAL NEEDS CHECKLIST  

If you are not able to function without assistance, you need to make plans to obtain support. For a 
person with Alzheimer’s disease, dementia, physical limitations, or special needs, a disruption of 
routine or an evacuation to a shelter can be extremely stressful. Please keep the following in mind:  

1. Make sure someone outside the storm area has the patient’s identification, medical, and 
contact information.  
2. Make sure the patient has identification. The AFO, (Alzheimer’s Family Organization) offers 
Wonderer’s Identification bracelets and necklaces in case the patient becomes lost or 
separated from a caregiver. Contact the AFO, 1-352-616-0170 for information.  
3. If you choose not to evacuate, prepare a hurricane kit with at least a two-week supply of 
medication, a list of dosages and instructions, first aid supplies and important phone 
numbers.  
4. If a caregiver decides to remain at the home, it is important that the person with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia has enough activities, especially if the power goes out. Plan to do 
things that will keep the patient calm.  
5. The constant surge of television and radio reports are vital during emergencies. The steady 
replay of storm images can be upsetting to someone who does not understand that the same 
images are being repeated.  
6. People with Alzheimer’s and dementia pick up the vibes around them. If caregivers and 
others are calm and collected, they will be too.  

 
If a resident requires non-critical medical support, you must register with Palm Beach County 
Emergency Management at (561) 712-6400.  
 
For further assistance or information, please visit the website, www.agingcarefl.org and click on 
aging topics, then go to Disaster Preparedness for Those with Special Needs.  
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EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

PALM BEACH COUNTY 
 

Police, EMS, Fire, Emergency      911  
 
Fire Non-Emergency       561-616-7000  
 
EMS Non-Emergency       561-616-7000  
 
Palm Beach County Sheriff Non-Emergency    561-688-3000  
 
Poison Control        800-222-1222  
 
Crisis line        211  
 
Palm Beach County Emergency Management    561-712-6400  
 
Florida Power & Light       561-697-8000  
 
Florida Power & Light Outages     800-468-8243  
 
Comcast Cable        800-934-6489 or  

561-688-6800  
Palm Beach County Water Utilities Dept. 561-740-4600  
 
American Red Cross 561-833-7711  
 
LOCAL HOSPITALS  
Palms West Hospital     Wellington Regional Medical Center  
13001 Southern Blvd.     10101 Forest Hill Blvd.  
Loxahatchee, FL 33470    Wellington, FL 33414  
561-798-3300      561-798-8500  

Good Samaritan Hospital    St. Mary’s Medical Center  
1309 N. Flagler Drive 901    45th Street  
West Palm Beach, FL 33401    West Palm Beach, FL 33407  
561-655-5511      561-844-6300   
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PUBLIX WITH GENERATORS 

Shops at Andros Isle  
8989 Okeechobee Blvd.  
West Palm Beach, FL 33411  
561-792-2113  
 
The Crossroads at Royal Palm Beach  
1180 Royal Palm Beach Blvd.  
Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411  
561-790-4802  
 
Crestwood Square  
11977 Southern Blvd.  
Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411  
561-792-2100  
 
Palm Beach Plaza  
6820 Okeechobee Blvd.  
West Palm Beach, FL 33411  
561-684-3015  
 
The Groves at Royal Palm  
127 S. State Road 7  
Wellington, FL 33414  
561-615-1705  
 
 
GAS STATIONS WITH GENERATORS  
BV Oil Company  
1900 Skees Road  
West Palm Beach, FL 33411  
561-686-9292  
 
Okeechobee Petroleum, LLC  
6970 Okeechobee Blvd.  
West Palm Beach, FL 33411  
561-478-1083  
 
Costco Gasoline  
11001 Southern Blvd.  
Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411  
561-803-8820 *Must be a member   
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PALM BEACH COUNTY EVACUATION SHELTERS 
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LOCAL MEDIA OUTLETS – RADIO, TV & NEWS 
 
 

Hubbard Radio:     561-616-4777  
 WRMF 97.9 
 WEAT 107.9 
 WMBX 102.3 
 WIRK 103.1 
 WFTL 850 (1-877-850-8585) 
 
 
iHeart Radio      561-616-6600 
 KOOL 105.5 
 WILD 95.5 
 GATER 98.7 
 WAY 88.1 
 WJNO 1290 
 
WFLX FOX 29 / Channel 12    561-845-2929  
 
WTVX 34 / CW      561-681-3434  
 
WXEL TV 42      561-737-8000  
 
WPBF 25 (ABC)      561-694-2525  
 
 
Palm Beach Post      561-820-4100  

1-800-926-7678  
 
Sun Sentinel      1-877-732-3786   
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GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
Hurricanes are cyclones (low pressure systems that have thunderstorm activity and rotate 
counterclockwise) with tropical origins. When the winds of a tropical storm (39 to 73 miles 
per hour) reach a speed of 74 miles per hour or more, it is called a hurricane. Hurricane 
winds blow in a spiral around a calm center known as the "eye." The eye is generally 20 to 
30 miles wide, and the storm itself may typically have a diameter of 300-400 miles. When a 
hurricane approaches an area, the skies will darken and winds will grow in strength. Along 
with high winds, a hurricane can bring torrential rains, storm surge and tornadoes. Storm 
surge is a dome of ocean water that can be 20 feet high at its peak and 50-100 miles wide 
that can devastate coastal communities as it comes ashore. Tornadoes will be defined / 
discussed in a later section of this plan.  

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale rates hurricanes in five (5) categories:  

One: Winds 74-95 mph - no real damage to building structures, damage primarily to 
unanchored mobile homes, shrubbery, and trees. Some coastal flooding and minor pier 
damage may occur.  

Two: Winds 96-110 mph - some roofing material, door, and window damage to buildings. 
Considerable damage to vegetation, mobile homes, and piers may occur. Small craft in 
unprotected anchorages can break moorings.  

Three: Winds 111-130 mph - some structural damage to small residences and utility 
buildings with a minor amount of curtain wall failures. Mobile homes are destroyed. Flooding 
near the coast destroys smaller structures with larger structures damaged by floating debris. 
Terrain may be flooded well inland.  

Four: Winds 131-155 mph - more extensive curtain wall failures with some complete roof 
structure failure on small residences. Major erosion of beach areas and major damage to 
lower floors of structures near the shore may occur. Terrain may be flooded well inland.  

Five: Winds greater than 155 mph - complete roof failure on many residences and industrial 
buildings. Some complete building failures with small utility buildings blown over or away. 
Major damage to lower floors of all structures located near the shoreline. Massive 
evacuation of residential areas may be required.  

A Hurricane Watch is issued when hurricane conditions are possible within 36 hours.  

A Hurricane Warning is issued when hurricane conditions are expected within 24 hours.  

 



9 
 

Weather Terminology  

1. TROPICAL DEPRESSION:  
A tropical depression is an area of low atmospheric pressure originating over tropical 
waters, with winds blowing counter-clockwise around the center at speeds less than 39 
mph (34 knots).  

2. TROPICAL STORM:  
A tropical storm is an area of low atmospheric pressure originating over tropical water 
with organized winds blowing counter-clockwise around the center at speeds of 39 mph 
(34 knots) or higher, but less than 74 mph (64 knots).  

3. GALE WARNING:  
A warning of winds within the range of 39-54 mph (34-47 knots). Gale warnings may 
precede or accompany a hurricane watch, and may be used as the warning for coastal 
sections adjacent to an area under a hurricane warning.  

4. HURRICANE WATCH:  
THE HURRICANE WATCH IS NOT A WARNING. It indicates that the hurricane is near 
enough that everyone in the area covered by the “watch” should listen for advisories and 
be ready to take precautionary action in case hurricane warnings are issued. 
HURRICANE conditions are a real possibility for the area within 24 to 36 hours.  

5. HURRICANE WARNING:  
Hurricane conditions are expected within 24 hours with winds of 74 mph (64 knots) and 
higher or a combination of dangerously high water and very rough seas.  

6. HURRICANE:  
A violent storm originating over tropical waters, with very strong pronounced circulation, 
and winds near its center reaching 74 mph (64 knots) and higher.  

7. STORM SURGE:  
The increase in water level sometimes reaching 10-20 feet above normal sea level is often rapid 

due to the action of the wind on the ocean surface and the low barometric pressure of a storm 

system. Storm surges cause 90% of hurricane related deaths. 


